
 
 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL  60604-3590 

 
 
 
DATE:  August 19, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:   Century Environmental Resources, Inc., Alsip, Illinois 

Docket Number: RCRA-05-2010-0024 
ILD099215303 
 

FROM:    Todd Brown, Physical Scientist  
   RCRA Compliance Section 1 
 
THRU:  Michael Cunningham, Chief 
   RCRA Compliance Section 1 
 
TO:   Compliance Monitoring & Enforcement File 
 
On September 23, 2010, EPA filed a Consent Agreement and Final Order (CAFO), Docket 
Number: RCRA-05-2010-0024, addressing alleged violations of the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA) by Century Environmental Resource, Inc. (CERI) located at 13005 
Hamlin Court, Alsip, Illinois (EPA I.D. Number: ILD099215303). At the time the CAFO was 
filed, CERI was a RCRA-permitted hazardous waste treatment and storage facility. The CAFO 
alleged CERI violated conditions of its RCRA permit regarding container stacking, contingency 
planning, personnel training, financial assurance, and inspections. Among other things, the 
CAFO required payment of a civil penalty. 
 
CERI did not comply with the terms of the CAFO, including payment of the penalty. EPA sent 
letters to CERI on November 16, 2010 and March 14, 2011 informing CERI of its 
noncompliance with the terms of the CAFO (Attachment A).  
 
On July 27, 2020, Milton Wise, Accounts Receivable Branch, Cincinnati Finance Office (CFO), 
U.S. EPA, informed Pat Kuefler, Chief, Land Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Branch, 
Region 5, that the U.S. Treasury Department could not collect the penalty amount owed and had 
not pursued a collection since 2011 (Attachment B). The CFO plans to write-off the debt and has 
informed Region 5 that the Department of Justice will not pursue the matter due to the penalty 
amount (less than $100,000) and the time elapsed since the last collection action. 
 
CERI’s owner filed for personal bankruptcy in 2011. CERI’s RCRA permit expired in 2015 and 
was not renewed by either the State or EPA. Inspections by the State in 2012 through 2019 did 
not detect violations of RCRA.  
 
It is highly unlikely CERI will comply with the terms of the CAFO. The facility is reportedly not 
managing hazardous waste. DOJ will not pursue the matter. Therefore, EPA is closing the 
administrative enforcement case. 
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From: Cunningham, Michael
To: Brown, Todd
Subject: FW: RCRA-05-2010-0024 Question
Date: Monday, July 27, 2020 1:46:37 PM

OK, thanks Todd – looks like Ignacio is recommending closing it out.
Thanks!
Mike C.
 

From: Arrazola, Ignacio <arrazola.ignacio@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 1:44 PM
To: Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Cunningham, Michael <cunningham.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Wise, Milton <wise.milton@epa.gov>; Toney, Marcy <toney.marcy@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: RCRA-05-2010-0024 Question
 
The inspector was Todd Brown, and the ORC attorney, Diana Embil, who retired some time ago:
https://yosemite.epa.gov/OA/RHC/EPAAdmin.nsf/Filings/6F70F97460AE74D8852577AB004A78CF/$File/RCRA-
05-2010-0024%20CAFO.PDF
 
I’m cc’ing Diana’s section chief, Marcy Toney. 
 
Given the small size of the penalty, and that the statute of limitations has run on any debt collection claim, I
recommend closing out the matter.
 
If you need additional attorney input, please let us know.
 
 
Ignacio L. Arrázola
Chief
Multi-Media Branch II
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. EPA Region 5
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL  60604
tel: (312) 886-7152
fax: (312) 980-8721
e-mail: arrazola.ignacio@epa.gov
 
 
 

From: Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 1:12 PM
To: Cunningham, Michael <cunningham.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Arrazola, Ignacio <arrazola.ignacio@epa.gov>; Wise, Milton <wise.milton@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: RCRA-05-2010-0024 Question
 
Mike – this is an old Illinois case.  I assume the we let this go.  Can you ID the staff and Attorney and help close this
out?   If we had our current SharePoint system filled out, this would be easy to find.
 

From: Wise, Milton <wise.milton@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 12:59 PM
To: Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>
Subject: RCRA-05-2010-0024 Question
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Good Afternoon,
 
The attached files are for RCRA-05-2010-0024. This CAFO was referred to Treasury back in February 2011, and there
has been no active collection action on it since 2011. It is currently in Treasury’s Offset Program pending referral to
DOJ; however, since the amount due is $9044.31 (original
amount, interest, etc.) DOJ will not accept it since it has exceeded five years since last collection action and the fact
that it is not over $100,000. Century never paid any amount towards the $6380 fine, and the owner filed personal
bankruptcy at the time. CFC would like to write off this debt.
 
Can you help me local the attorney that is currently responsible for this CAFO?
 

Thank
 
 
Milton Wise
US Environmental Protection Agency
Account Receivable Branch:
Cincinnati Finance Office
Phone: (513) 569 7013
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